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White House Calls for Support for Sovereign Lebanon

Support for a sovereign, democratic, and prosperous Lebanon is a key

element of U.S. policy in the Middle East. We are therefore increasingly concerned by mounting
evidence that the Syrian and Iranian governments, Hizballah, and their Lebanese allies are preparing
plans to topple Lebanon's democratically-elected government led by Prime Minister Siniora.

Any attempt to destabilize Lebanon's democratically-elected government through such tactics as
manufactured demonstrations and violence, or by physically threatening its leaders would, at the very
least, be a clear violation of Lebanon's sovereignty and United Nations Security Council Resolutions
1559, 1680, and 1701.

There are indications that one goal of the Syrian plan is to prevent the current Lebanese government
from approving the statute for an international tribunal that would try those accused of involvement in
former Prime Minister Hariri's assassination. Any such effort to sideline the tribunal will fail, however,
for the international community can proceed with establishing it no matter what happens internally in
Lebanon. The United States is committed to working with its international partners and the legitimate
Government of Lebanon to ensure that the tribunal is quickly established and that all those responsible
for the assassinations of Rafiq Hariri and other Lebanese patriots since 2005 are brought to justice.
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