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STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

Victory in Iraq is key to prevailing in the war on terrorism and laying the foundation of peace for our
children and grandchildren. Our commanders and troops know how high the stakes are, and they
understand the importance of completing the mission. For the second time this week, Congress in
strong, bipartisan fashion rejected the call to cut and run. The best strategy to keep America safe is to
continue taking the fight to the terrorists, not to retreat in the face of the despicable attacks of a
determined enemy. We will succeed in Iraq by hunting down the terrorists, training Iraqi forces and
supporting the Iraqi people as they build the foundations for a lasting democracy in the heart of a
dangerous region of the world. When victory is achieved our troops will return home with the honor
they deserve.
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