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QUESTION: (Inaudible?)

SECRETARY RICE: (Laughter.) I don't know, but it's really exciting when you go there and you see new democracies 
being born and you talk to these people who are taking a tremendous risk themselves. All of the leaders are 
taking tremendous risks. And the Vice President, al-Hashimi has lost their sister, two brothers and he just keeps going. 
Adil Mahdi lost a brother and just keeps going and so I have enormous respect for them. But I just want to thank you and 
I was glad that we had an opportunity to talk so that I could stress with you as the President did yesterday the importance 
of this Provincial Reconstruction Team effort.  

I do believe that we learned an important lesson during our time in Iraq which is that we don't want to just try and build 
and help the Iraqis build a stable, democratic society from the top down, but also from the bottom up. And that means 
that they have to have good local and provincial leadership, that they have to have good local and provincial 
governance, economic development. They have to be able to respond to the needs of their people. This is not a country 
that has had a concept of local governance and local leadership but rather one that was very much all centered in 
Baghdad and we're now trying to help them to build that.  

I'm also encouraged because I know that you're working as a team and will work very closely with the military. It seems to 
me that if this is going to be issue with what team you were a part of not did you come from State or did you come 
from USAID or did you come from the reserve -- military reserve or did you come from the active military. It's going to 
be we're the Anbar team and how can we work with our Iraqi colleagues to get capacity so that they can govern and so 
they can deliver for their people.  

I'm encouraged because I heard the stories yesterday of where you all come from. And if ever this was an experienced 
group going out, this is an experienced group. I have heard about people who were in El Salvador at the Civil War, 
people who serve terms and served in Vietnam, people who served in Kenya during the coup. You name it, the trouble 

http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2007/mar/82151.htm (1 of 2) [7/17/2008 1:56:12 PM]

http://www.state.gov/
http://video.state.gov/?fr_story=75a495ecdfd4293dfb0df2868617ab152aa63278
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/2008/
http://www.state.gov/whats_new/
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/a2z/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/issuesandpress
http://www.state.gov/travelandbusiness
http://www.state.gov/countries
http://www.state.gov/youthandeducation
http://www.state.gov/careers
http://www.state.gov/aboutstatedepartment
http://video.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/secretary/
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2007/
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2007/mar/
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2007/mar/


Remarks With The Iraq Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) After Their Meeting

spot, and you were there. And so you will see both the challenges, but also the opportunity of being in a place like Iraq 
where even today it is extremely difficult, you can imagine a future in which we succeed in helping the Iraqis build a 
stable democracy.  

We talked a lot about resources and it is extremely important to have the resources that you need and that's why 
the President is urging the Congress to pass a supplemental bill that will give you the kind of flexibility that you need with 
your resources to deliver on this extremely important task. There really isn't anything more important than our efforts now 
to help the Iraqis deliver security for their people. But we know that delivering security is not just a matter of military policy, 
it's also a matter of economic development and a matter of government. And so the Provincial Reconstruction Teams, 
you're going to go out. As I said, I really look forward to seeing you in the field. Thank you for being extraordinary 
Americans in taking on this challenge from State, from USAID, from the reserve.  

Thank you very much.  
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