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Today, I am pleased to announce that we are also supporting the Iraqis in a new diplomatic offensive: to build 
greater support, both within the region and beyond, for peace and prosperity in Iraq. 

Prime Minister Maliki believes, and President Bush and I agree, that success in Iraq requires the positive support of 
Iraq's neighbors. This is also one of the key findings of the Iraq Study Group. So I'm pleased to inform you that the Iraqis 
are launching a new diplomatic initiative that we fully support. 

The government of Iraq is preparing for an expanded neighbors' meeting, first at the sub-ministerial level, that will take 
place in Baghdad in the first half of March. Invitees will include Iraq's immediate neighbors, as well as representatives 
from other regional states, multilateral organizations, and the permanent members of the UN Security Council. This 
initial meeting will be followed, perhaps as early as the first half of April, by a ministerial level meeting with the same 
invitees, plus the G-8. I would note that the Iraqi government has invited Syria and Iran to attend both of these 
regional meetings. We hope that all governments seize this opportunity to improve their relations with Iraq - and to work 
for peace and stability in the region.

I am pleased that the government of Iraq is launching this new diplomatic initiative. The violence occurring within the 
country has a decided impact on Iraq's neighbors. And Iraq's neighbors, as well as the international community, have a 
clear role to play in supporting the Iraqi government's efforts to promote peace and national reconciliation within the country. 
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