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SECRETARY RICE: Good morning. The pursuit by the Iranian regime of nuclear weapons represents a direct threat to 
the entire international community, including to the United States and to the Persian Gulf region. In defiance of repeated 
calls from the IAEA Board of Governors and from the Security Council, the Iranian Government has accelerated its 
nuclear program while continuing to conceal its activities from international inspectors.  

Working with our international partners, the United States is making every effort to achieve a successful diplomatic 
outcome, but the international community has made clear that Iran must not acquire nuclear weapons. The vital interests 
of the United States, of our friends and allies in the region, and of the entire international community are at risk, and 
the United States will act accordingly to protect those common interests.  

Today, the Iranian regime can decide on one of two paths – one of two fundamentally different futures for its people and 
for its relationship to the international community. The Iranian Government’s choices are clear. The negative choice is for 
the regime to maintain its current course, pursuing nuclear weapons in defiance of the international community and 
its international obligations. If the regime does so, it will incur only great costs. We and our European partners agreethat 
path will lead to international isolation and progressively stronger political and economic sanctions.  

The positive and constructive choice is for the Iranian regime to alter its present course and cooperate in resolving 
the nuclear issue, beginning by immediately resuming suspension of all enrichment-related and reprocessing activities, 
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as well as full cooperation with the IAEA and returning to implementation of the Additional Protocol which would 
provide greater access for the IAEA. This path would lead to the real benefit and longer-term security of the Iranian 
people, the region, and the world as a whole.  

The Iranian people believe they have a right to civil nuclear energy. We acknowledge that right. Yet the 
international agreements Iran has signed make clear that Iran’s exercise of that right must conform with its commitments. 
In view of its previous violations of its commitments and the secret nuclear program it undertook, the Iranian regime 
must persuasively demonstrate that it has permanently abandoned its quest for nuclear weapons.  

The benefits of this second path for the Iranian people would go beyond civil nuclear energy and could include 
progressively greater economic cooperation. The United States will actively support these benefits both publicly and 
privately. Furthermore, President Bush has consistently emphasized that the United States is committed to a 
diplomatic solution to the nuclear challenge posed by the Iranian regime.  

We are agreed with our European partners on the essential elements of a package containing both the benefits if Iran 
makes the right choice, and costs if it does not. We hope that in the coming days the Iranian Government will 
thoroughly consider this proposal.  

Our British, French and German partners have rightly required that Iran fully and verifiably suspend its enrichment 
and reprocessing activities before the sides can return to negotiations. This is the condition that has also been established 
by the IAEA Board of Governors and by the UN Security Council. The United States is willing to exert strong leadership 
to give diplomacy its very best chance to succeed.  

Thus, to underscore our commitment to a diplomatic solution and to enhance the prospects for success, as soon as Iran 
fully and verifiably suspends its enrichment and reprocessing activities, the United States will come to the table with our EU-
3 colleagues and meet with Iran’s representatives.  

This morning United States representatives have conveyed my statement to Iran through the good offices of the 
Swiss Government and through Iran’s representative to the United Nations. Given the benefits of this positive path for 
the Iranian people, regional security, and the nuclear nonproliferation regime, we urge Iran to make this choice for peace -- 
to abandon its ambition for nuclear weapons.  

President Bush wants a positive relationship between the American people and the people of Iran -- a beneficial 
relationship of increased contacts in education and cultural exchange, in sports, in travel, in trade and in investment. 
The nuclear issue though is not the only obstacle standing in the way of improved relations.  

The Iranian Government supports terror. It is involved in violence in Iraq and it is undercutting the restoration of 
full sovereignty in Lebanon under UN Security Council Resolution 1559. These policies are out of step with the 
international community and are barriers to a positive relationship between the Iranian people and the people of the 
United States as well as with the rest of the world.  

Iran can and should be a responsible state, not the leading state sponsor of terror. The United States is ready to join the 
EU-3 to press these and other issues with the Iranian Government in addition to our work to resolve the nuclear danger.  
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At the same time, we will continue to work with our international partners to end the proliferation trade globally, to bar 
all proliferators from international financial resources and to end support for terror. We also intend to work with our 
friends and allies to strengthen their defensive capabilities, their counterproliferation and counterterrorism efforts and 
their energy security capabilities.  

Those measures present no threat to a peaceful Iran with a transparent, purely civil nuclear energy program, but 
provide essential protection for the United States, our friends and allies should the Iranian regime choose the wrong path. 
If the Iranian regime believes that it will benefit from the possession of nuclear weapons, it is mistaken. The United States 
will be steadfast in defense of our forces, and steadfast in defense of our friends and allies who wish to work together 
for common security.  
 
The Iranian people have a proud past and they merit a great future. We believe the Iranian people want a future of 
freedom and human rights -- the right to vote, to run for office, to express their views without fear and to pursue 
political causes. We would welcome the progress, prosperity, and freedom of the Iranian people.  

The United States looks forward to a new relationship between our peoples that could advance those goals. We 
sincerely hope that the Iranian regime will choose to make that future possible.  

Thank you very much.  

Sean, do you want me to call on people? All right. Peter.  

QUESTION: Yes, Madame Secretary, thank you. Two questions. One is: Is the offer to sit down at the table with the EU-
3 linked to any concessions from Russia and China to support eventual sanctions if the talks stall?  

And secondly, the idea of security discussions with the Iranians -- is the United States willing to engage in security -- if 
the subject turns to security, is the United States willing to engage on that subject as well?  

SECRETARY RICE: Let me take the second question first, Peter. First of all, we have many issues of concern with Iran 
that do not relate to the nuclear issue, and the security issues that we're concerned about are Iranian behavior in Iraq 
that endangers both the Iraqi people and our own forces; the terrorism that Iran continues to support in places like 
the Palestinian territories and indeed in Lebanon. Those are the security issues that are of concern to us and so, as I 
said some time ago, we have not been asked about security assurances and I don't expect that we will be.  

Now, as to the question nonetheless of how we brought this all together, we've obviously had extensive discussions with 
all of our partners who have been trying to find a resolution of this nuclear issue. And we have made clear that we 
believe that the offer to join the EU-3 talks should Iran verifiably suspend all of its enrichment-related activities, that that 
offer gives the negotiating track new energy. We want this to work on the negotiating track. The President has made that 
very clear.  

But we've also been in discussions with our partners about a package which we agreed to design when we were in New 
York a few weeks ago, and that package represents two tracks: One is a set of benefits should Iran agree to negotiate 
and negotiate in good faith, having suspended its program; but quite clearly, also a set of penalties or set of 
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potential sanctions should Iran not be willing to act in good faith.  

Our political directors have been working on that package. They have made good progress. I think that we have 
substantial progress. There are some outstanding issues that I would hope to be able to work on in Vienna. But let's go 
back to what is really at stake here. There is a strong international consensus that Iran must not have a nuclear weapon, 
that Iran must adhere to the international community's demands that it suspend its enrichment activities and return 
to negotiations and that if Iran is to have a civil nuclear program, it needs to be one in which the international community 
can have confidence that they're not trying to build a nuclear weapon under cover of civil nuclear power. We have 
complete and total agreement on that.  

We are working on ways to make that choice clear to Iran. I think the last year and half or so -- year or so has really 
been about creating a climate of opinion about what is demanded of Iran. That we have done. And now we hope that 
this offer, this proposal that we would join the talks, should Iran suspend, will help to create a climate for action either 
in negotiations or in the Security Council.  

Anne Gearan.  

QUESTION: So to follow on that, do you have agreement then from Russia and China that if you got to that point, 
having made this overture sort of taken the last best hope here for diplomacy that if it fails at that point, they would be 
willing to back what they've been, thus far, unwilling to do?  

SECRETARY RICE: I think that a substantial agreement and understanding that Iran now faces a clear choice. This is 
the last excuse in some sense. There have been those who have said, well, if only the negotiations had the potential for 
the United States to be a part of them, perhaps then Iran would respond. So now we have a pretty clear path. We 
have negotiations, if Iran is prepared to suspend. If Iran is not prepared to suspend -- and by the way, this is 
the understanding that comes out of New York -- that there is another path. And while we have worked to get agreement 
on what had been some tactical differences, I think you can be sure that our friends and our partners understand 
the importance of this step and the importance that the Iranians must now see of making a choice and making that 
choice clearly. I think we have very good understanding with our partners about that.  

John.  

QUESTION: Madame Secretary, two questions. One, in the past when this issue's come up and I've asked you about 
it directly, you said that there's no need for the United States to be part of the negotiations because Iran knows full well 
what they need to do. What's changed your thinking on that?  

And secondly, if this works and if Iran does what you hope they will do on terrorism and on the nuclear issue, do you hold 
out the possibility of full diplomatic relations with the Government of Iran?  

SECRETARY RICE: John, I am not going to speak hypothetically about the last point. This is not a grand bargain. I want 
to make very clear we are not talking here about what some have characterized as a grand bargain. What we are 
talking about here is an effort to enhance the chances for a successful negotiated solution to the Iranian nuclear 
problem, something President Bush has said that he very much wanted to do. We have always been determined to do 
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what we could to support the negotiations. If you remember about a year ago we made some steps to support 
those negotiations. We now believe that having created a strong climate of opinion in which all states are united, in which 
a great number of states are united around a clear concept of what Iran must do, and that, by the way, includes 
a precondition of suspension for negotiations, that the United States might be able now to add weight to the negotiating 
track by joining these discussions.  

Let's be very clear. Things are moving along on the ground. When the Iranians decided to walk out of the Paris agreement 
-- Paris talks and to begin accelerating their nuclear activities, the concern is growing that Iran cannot be allowed to 
continue that path of acceleration of its nuclear activities unchecked. So we now have an opportunity to either check 
their movement toward further sophistication of their nuclear program by negotiation to which we would be a party or to 
check it by greater pressure on the Iranians through sanctions and other measures through the Security Council and, 
if necessary, with likeminded states outside of the Security Council.  

But it is time to know whether Iran is serious about negotiation or not. We cannot continue in a circumstance in which 
every few days an Iranian official says, well, you know, we're sort of interested in the Russian proposal or maybe 
we're interested again in going back to the EU negotiations, but nothing happens. And so we think it is time now to have 
a clear choice and a clear -- two very clear paths.  

QUESTION: But full diplomatic relations are --  

SECRETARY RICE: John, we are not in a position to talk about full diplomatic relations with a state with which we have 
so many fundamental differences. But the Iranians can, by seriously negotiating about their nuclear program and 
seriously coming to a civil nuclear program that is acceptable to the international community, begin to change the 
relationship that it has with the international community, change the relationship that it has with the United States, begin 
to open the possibilities for cooperation. That ought to be an important step that Iran is prepared to take.  

Yes, Barbara.  

QUESTION: Madame Secretary, in the past this Administration has been very reluctant to do anything that might be seen 
as giving legitimacy to a government that you, at least the past, always talked about as being led by the "unelected few." 
By agreeing to sit down with this government, are you now providing that legitimacy to this administration which has been 
in power for 27 years in Iran, and are you also saying that the U.S. is not going to actively try to undercut, 
overthrow, undermine the Iranian Government?  

SECRETARY RICE: We have been very clear and nobody is confused about the nature of this Iranian regime. We 
know precisely about the nature of this Iranian regime. We know that this is a regime that does not give rights to its people 
for political participation. We know that this is a regime that is engaged in supporting terrorism around the world. Nobody 
is confused about the nature of this regime.  

But the President made very clear that we are going to do everything that we can to find a diplomatic solution to the 
nuclear problem and the only thing that is being provided legitimacy here is the international community's consensus that 
Iran must suspend its current enrichment and reprocessing activities, return to serious negotiations, find a civil 
nuclear program that does not have proliferation risks associated with it through the fuel cycle, and negotiate in good 
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faith. That's what's being provided legitimacy. What's being provided legitimacy here is the negotiating process to which 
we have long been committed.  

We will continue to have our differences with the Iranian regime on the vast number of issues that are before us, but it is 
our view that a diplomatic solution to the nuclear program is necessary, a diplomatic solution to the nuclear program is 
in sight by a unified response of the international community and that this is our best way to get that response.  

Yes, Barbara, you can follow up.  

QUESTION: You give legitimacy to a process, but in fact you have to give legitimacy to the representatives who are 
sitting there. And also, European diplomats have said that in the course of these talks, or perhaps in other fora, 
security issues would be discussed. Not that the U.S. was being asked to give security guarantees to anybody, but that the 
U.S. obviously would be willing to talk to Iran about its concerns about the security of the Persian Gulf. Is that true?  

SECRETARY RICE: Barbara, let me go back to the first point. We have been a party outside of these 
negotiations, supporting these negotiations all along. So nothing is changing in that regard. The fact that we would sit 
to actually try and resolve the nuclear program diplomatically, I think it goes without saying. By the way, we have done 
this with regimes with which we have serious problems. We have been doing it with the North Korean regime also in 
a multilateral setting.  

But let's remember what is not happening here. This is not a bilateral negotiation between the United States and Iran on 
the whole host of issues that would lead to broader relations between Iran and the United States. This is an effort to 
reinforce diplomatic negotiations that we believe should succeed and have a chance to succeed with the strongest 
possible way.  

In terms of security, we have found ways to make our concerns about security known to the Iranians. We've done it, 
for instance, in Afghanistan through a channel between our ambassadors. Of course we'll make our concerns about 
security known to the Iranians. But we're not going to negotiate about the terms of terrorism. You don't negotiate 
about terrorism. It's wrong to engage in terrorism and there isn't anything to negotiate. But will we make our concerns 
known? Absolutely we'll make our concerns known.  

Yes. Saul.  

QUESTION: So far, Madame Secretary, you have always ruled out -- sorry, you have always refused to rule out the 
military option against Iran. But are you prepared to consider taking that option off the table, at least temporarily 
while negotiations go ahead?  

SECRETARY RICE: The President is not going to take any of his options off the table, temporarily or otherwise. I don't 
think you really want the American President to take his options off the table. But the President has said that we 
are committed to a diplomatic solution to this problem and we believe that there are many things that we can 
do diplomatically. I can remember being asked several times: "Well, is diplomacy coming to an end?" And those who 
travel with me will remember that I have said there are many other arrows in our diplomatic quiver. Well, this is one of 
those arrows in our diplomatic quiver that if, in fact, the Iranians are prepared to suspend, then the United States is 
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prepared to reinforce these negotiations at the table. But the principal condition here has not changed. It is not our 
condition. It's the condition that the Europeans set. It is also the condition that the Board of Governors affirmed and it is 
the condition that the Security Council presidential statement affirms.  

And so what we will do, I believe, by making this step is to make clear that these paths are now available to the Iranians 
and to, in a sense, expect that the Iranians are going to soon demonstrate which of these paths they intend to take.  

Yes.  

QUESTION: Madame Secretary, just to return to the first question you were asked -- to pin you down a little bit closer on it 
-- is the United States decision to sit down with Iran contingent on the behavior of any country except Iran? And by that, I 
do mean Russia and China. There are reports, as you're probably aware, that the U.S. does expect Russia and China 
to support stronger sanctions. And also, is the package that you're going to discuss in Vienna -- can you give us any 
more details about it? For instance, is there a light-water reactor in the package or is the United States prepared to let this 
be an EU-3 package and not a P-5+1 package?  

SECRETARY RICE: Well, as to the package, we are going to be discussing the package in Vienna. I also think it's only 
fair that we have the discussions with our partners before we have the discussions in public about the package. The 
package is one that we believe represents the instructions that the ministers gave when we were in New York, which is 
a series of positive benefits if Iran is prepared to abandon its nuclear weapons ambitions, and a set of penalties or steps 
that could be taken if Iran will not take that choice.  

In terms of what we expect, we do expect from the international community, particularly from our partners, that if 
Iran demonstrates that it is not prepared to take the negotiated path that we are going to go along the path of strong action 
in the Security Council and that includes measures that may be able to bring pressure on Iran to do so.  

We have -- our choice is the following. We cannot allow Iran to get a nuclear weapon. That everybody has agreed 
to. Therefore, our choice is to provide an atmosphere in which Iran comes back to negotiations and we solve this by 
a negotiated track -- we're trying to give that the very best chance; or, if Iran is not prepared to do this through a 
negotiated track, to bring isolation on Iran so that Iran realizes it doesn't have any other option. Those are the two 
choices. And we're going to -- we're not going to stop work on -- with our friends and allies on what we might do if Iran 
makes the wrong choice. We're going to continue those discussions. We have options that are very near-term options 
should they not make the right choice.  

But I want to emphasize the diplomacy again here. This is a real opportunity. It is an opportunity for the world to clarify 
Iran's intentions and it is an opportunity for Iran to make its intentions clear. If Iran really wants a negotiated solution, it 
can suspend its enrichment-related activities as it has been required to do in a Board of Governors resolution, and we can 
sit down at the table and talk about how to get to a civil nuclear program that is acceptable to the international community.  

Janine.  

QUESTION: What is unclear to you about Iranian intentions?  
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SECRETARY RICE: Well, I think most of the evidence thus far is that Iran does not intend to have a civil nuclear 
program that is acceptable to the international community; thus far, that Iran does not intend to accede to the Board 
of Governors demands or those of the Security Council presidential statement. But this is another opportunity for Iran 
to demonstrate that, in fact, they do intend to come into the international consensus about this.  

We are prepared to go either way. We are prepared to do the negotiations and the United States is prepared to be a party 
to it. But Iran must suspend its enrichment activities fully, verifiably and then we can have negotiations. Those negotiations, 
I think, will open up new opportunities and new benefits for the Iranian people, but that is only possible if Iran makes 
the choice to follow the path that has been put before them by the international community.  

There's another path, which is a path of isolation and considerable cost. And we are working along both those paths, 
but obviously with a hope that diplomacy and negotiation is going to succeed.  

Thank you very much.2006/650 
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