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Afghanistan: Democracy and Governance 

Overview  

USAID’s Democracy and Governance program supports the establishment of a functioning, democratic system of government, helping create a broadly accepted national 
government that can promote national unity, reduce the propensity for inter-group conflict and curtail the role of extremists. USAID accomplishes this through supporting 
the electoral process, re-establishing and institutionalizing the rule of law, facilitating local government reform, assisting with the establishment of a functioning legislative 
branch of government, and fostering the development of a viable civil society. 

Programs 

Increased Capacity in the Formal Justice Sector 
USAID’s rule of law program works to decrease obstacles to citizens’ access to the formal court system, increase the professionalism of judicial sector personnel, and 
strengthen the capacity of critical judicial institutions. It also establishes linkages between formal and traditional or informal judicial systems to lend additional credibility to 
the latter and ensure that human rights, especially the rights of women, are protected. Thus far, the program has: 

Constructed 27 courthouses in 18 provinces with 8 more under construction.  
Built the institutional capacity of the Supreme Court as they are now drafting and will implement a training plan for all Ministry of Justice (MoJ) staff.  
For the first time in the history of Afghanistan, a single compendium of Afghanistan’s laws has been published and sent to all courthouses countrywide.  

Increased Presence, Accountability and Performance of the Non-Governmental Sector 
USAID supports programs to promote the development of a strong and active civil society, with an emphasis on women-focused organizations, providing technical 
training and grants to civil society organizations (CSOs) throughout the nation to help them achieve their organizational objectives. The program is also assisting the 
government and CSOs to draft new legislation to create an enabling environment for the development of the voluntary sector. To date, the program has: 

Selected eight regional Afghan organizations to help implement grass-roots capacity-building activities.  
Drafted, in collaboration with the government, an improved version of the newly decreed CSO Law.  

Strengthened Election and Political Processes 
This initiative aims to assist Afghanistan with the creation of permanent electoral institutions, enabling the Government of Afghanistan to carry out valid, acceptable 
elections with its own resources and expertise. It also helps political parties and candidates to understand how to compete in elections, to form coalitions and to operate 
in a multi-party system. This is accomplished though intensive training and technical assistance to the permanent election commission and its staff, training to political 
parties and candidates to assist them in campaigning and organization, civic education to increase citizens’ understanding of democracy and the electoral process, and 
support to logistics, operations and security surrounding electoral events. The program has: 

Provided training and support to the candidates, political parties, election commission and media in the successful 2005 parliamentary elections. Currently, USAID 
is training the new National Assembly and key Provincial Government actors.  
Supported the successful 2004 presidential elections through voter registration, voter education, logistics and security arrangements at polling stations.  
Facilitated the successful Emergency and Constitutional Loya Jirgas in 2003 and 2004, by providing logistical support and assistance to the Constitutional 
Commission.  

Strengthened Institutions for Good Governance 
USAID is actively working with the Government of Afghanistan to support the new National Assembly, the country’s first ever, truly multi-party legislature. In addition, 
USAID is helping to define the structures of provincial government, which consists of the administration, the Governor, and the elected councils. Currently, while there is a 
provincial government code to define these structures and their authorities, the relations with communities, traditional governance and adjudication bodies (shuras and 
jirgas), lower level district councils, the National Assembly and the Government in Kabul remain undefined. Once the Government of Afghanistan establishes such 
relationships, the USAID sponsored training program will help new administrators and councilmen handle their tasks more effectively, resulting in better delivery of public 
services. 

Implementing Partners 

ARD, Inc.  
The Asia Foundation  
Checchi and Company  
Consortium for Elections and Political Process Strengthening  
Counterpart International, Inc.  
Deutsche Ivestitions Entwicklungsgesellschaft  
International City/County Management Association  
International Republican Institute  
Management Systems International, Inc.  
National Democratic Institute  
State University of New York  
United Nations Development Program  

More Information 

Before & After: Progress for the Ministry of Finance (pdf - 209k)  
Success Story: Radio System Connects Local Governments (pdf - 204k)  
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DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE SNAPSHOT  

 
Facilitated the successful Emergency and Constitutional Loya Jirgas in 2003 and 2004 as part of the Bonn Agreement.  

 
Supported the process which culminated in the successful 2004 presidential elections.  

 
Constructed 23 judicial facilities to date.  

 
Strengthened the institutional capacity of the Supreme Court as they formulate andl implement a training plan for all MoJ staff.  

 
Democracy and Governance Profile  
(pdf - 129k)  

CONTACTS 
Mission Director 
Alonzo Fulgham 
USAID/Kabul 
6180 Kabul Place 
Dulles, VA 20189-6180 
Tel: 873-762-311955  

 
Desk Officer 
Sepideh Keyvanshad 
Tel: (202) 712-0324 
Email: skeyvanshad@usaid.gov  
www.usaid.gov/afghanistan 

 

An Afghan woman shows her
registration card while waiting
to vote for Parliamentary and 
Provincial  Council 
representatives. Of the 6.8 
million Afghans who voted in 
the September 2005 
elections, 43 percent were 
women.  Photo: 
USAID/Afghanistan
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