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For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary

November 19, 2003 

President, Queen Exchange Toasts at Buckingham 
Palace 
Remarks by the President and Her Majesty, the Queen, in An 
Exchange of Toasts
Buckingham Palace
London, England 

     In Focus: Trip to U.K.

 

8:49 P.M. (L) 

THE QUEEN: Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen. It gives me great pleasure to welcome you and Mrs. Bush 
to London. Visits by American presidents have been memorable landmarks in my reign. Unlike in the United 
States, the British head of state is not limited to two terms of four years. (Laughter.) And I have welcomed no 
fewer than seven of your predecessors. 

The first U.S. President to stay at Buckingham Palace was Woodrow Wilson, in December 1918. America had 
then been fighting alongside us in the first world war, and was to do so again in our hour of need, during the 
second world war. And at the very core of the new international and multi-lateral order which emerged after 
the shared sacrifices of that last terrible world war was a vital dynamic transatlantic partnership, working with 
other allies to create effective international institutions. 

The Marshall Plan led to the beginnings of the European Union, and the establishment of NATO became the 
bedrock for European security. Sixty years ago, Winston Churchill coined the term "special relationship," to 
describe the close collaboration between the United Kingdom and United States forces that was instrumental 
in freeing Europe from tyranny. 

Despite occasional criticism of the term, I believe it admirably describes our friendship. Like all special friends, 
we can talk frankly and we can disagree from time to time -- even sometimes fallout over a particular issue. 
But the depth and breadth of our partnership means that there is always so much we are doing together at all 
levels, that disputes can be quickly overcome and forgiven. 

I, in my term, have had the pleasure of paying three state visits to your country. The last was in 1991, at the 
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end of the Cold War. Your father, Mr. President, was instrumental in leading the way through those heady, but 
uncertain months, from the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 to the break up of the Soviet Union two years later. 

In this 21st century, we face together many unforeseen and formidable challenges. The leadership you 
showed in the aftermath of the terrible events of the 11th of September 2001 won the admiration of everyone 
in the United Kingdom. You led the response to an unprovoked terrorist attack, which was on a scale never 
seen before. 

You friends in this country were amongst the very first to sense 
the grief and horror that struck your nation that day, and to 
share the slow and often painful process of recovery. And our 
troops have served side-by-side in Afghanistan and Iraq to lead 
the fight to restore freedom and democracy. Our two countries 
stand firm in their determination to defeat terrorism. 

As we look to the future together, there are many fields in which 
our governments and people work alongside each other to the 
benefit of both nations. The end of supersonic travel by 
Concorde may mean that for some it takes longer to cross the 
Atlantic. But in the case of the United States and the United 
Kingdom, the two sides of the ocean have never been closer. Our two countries are each other's largest 
foreign investors, supporting millions of jobs. In areas such as science and technology, health, urban 
redevelopment and law and order, our experts exchange best practice knowledge to improve the quality of life 
for us and for future generations. 

All this is founded on our long-standing sense of common purpose, our shared values and shared interests, 
our deep underlying sense of respect and affection. We are bound across the generations by much more, too: 
we share the confidence and the courage to try and make this a more prosperous, a safer and, above all, a 
freer world. 

The reason for this, Mr. President, is written in our history. As your father said in his own Inaugural Address, 
"We know what is right, freedom is right." 

So ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to raise your glasses to President and Mrs. Bush, to the continued 
friendship between our two nations and to the health, prosperity and happiness of the people of the United 
States. 

(A toast is offered.) (Applause.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Your Majesty, Your Royal Highness, and distinguished guests. Laura and I are deeply 
honored to accept Your Majesty's gracious hospitality and to be welcomed into your home. Through the last 
century, and into our own, Americans have appreciated the friendship of your people. And we are grateful for 
your personal commitment across five decades to the health and vitality of the alliance between our nations. 

Of course, things didn't start out too well. (Laughter.) Yet, even 
at America's founding, our nations shared a basic belief in 
human liberty. That conviction, more than anything else, led to 
our reconciliation. And in time, our shared commitment to 
freedom became the basis of a great Atlantic alliance that 
defeated tyranny in Europe and saved the liberty of the world. 

The story of liberty, the story of the Magna Carta and the 
Declaration of Independence continues in our time. The power 
of freedom has touched Asia and Latin America and Africa and 
beyond. And now our two countries are carrying out a mission of 
freedom and democracy in Afghanistan and Iraq. Once again, America and Britain are joined in the defense 
of our common values. Once again, American and British service members are sacrificing in a necessary and 
noble cause. Once again, we are acting to secure the peace of the world. 
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The bonds between our countries were formed in hard experience. We passed through great adversity 
together, we have risen through great challenges together. The mutual respect and fellowship between our 
countries is deep and strong and permanent. 

Let us raise our glasses to our common ideals, to our enduring friendships, to the preservation of our liberties 
and to Her Majesty, the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

(A toast is offered.) (Applause.) 

END 9:00 P.M. (L) 
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