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BLOCK: |I'm Melissa Block, and I'm joined by Defense Secretary Donal d Runsfel d
to talk about the war in Iraq and an eventual U S. troop withdrawal. Secretary
Runsfel d, wel cone to the program

SEC. RUMSFELD: Thank you very nuch. [|'mdelighted to be with you.

BLOCK: Let's start with the question of troop withdrawal. Today General
CGCeorge Casey, the commander of forces in Iraq, confirned that the two U S
battalions that were brought in to provide security for the elections wll |eave
in January. You' d get back to your baseline then of about 138, 000 troops.

" m wonderi ng beyond that, what specific benchmarks do you need to see that
woul d al l ow for further reductions?

SEC. RUMSFELD: The thing that is critically inmportant is for us to get
through this period i nmedi ately ahead where the newly el ected assenbly selects the
Presi dent and the Deputy Presidents and the Prime Mnister, and then the Prine
M ni ster selects the Mnisters for the various mnistries. And the second nost
inportant thing in the period i medi ately ahead, is to continue working with the
I ragi security forces, and as they continue to devel op greater capacity and
capability we continue to plan to pass over responsibility to them for bases, for
pi eces of real estate. They're now, for exanple, they did the bulk of the work in
this election, providing security. They now nanage over half of Baghdad which is
an enornous city, and we just keep that process going. As we do so, we'll be able
to draw down U.S. and coalition forces, one would inmagi ne, dependi ng on conditions.

BLOCK: You know that after the elections |last year in January there was a

wave of attacks, and insurgent attacks lately have seenmed to be grow ng nore
| ethal, deadlier, nore sophisticated. Wuld you anticipate the same thing after
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these el ections, and woul dn't that conplicate these plans for wthdrawal ?

SEC. RUMSFELD: Actually the level of violence is down considerably from what
it was during the January el ections and during the Cctober referendumon the
constitution. That's in ternms of the nunbers of attacks.

You're quite right, the individual attacks have to sone extent increased in
lethality, as we've gone through this period as the terrorists have becone
somewhat nore sophisticated in how they do things.

Vel l, who knows? We'll see what happens as we go forward. The conditions on
the ground the President has pointed out, will be what will determ ne the |evel of
forces that are required and the success of the Iraqgi security forces. | nmean
it's their country. Over tine they're going to have to provide the security in
that country and the only question is at what pace will that occur? | nust say,
| " ve been very encouraged in seeing the success that the Iraqi security forces are
having. | think they're notably stronger, they're larger, for sure, but the
critical elenent is not just size. |It's also |eadership and the relationship
bet ween the police and the arny, and the relationship between the intelligence
community and the arny, so that all of those pieces, logistics, all those things
that have to conme together for a conpetent capability, arnmy with a capability to
do the tough job they're facing. Al of those things have to work and we're
wor ki ng on themall.

BLOCK:  You nentioned a question about the pace of all of this. Do you have
atimeline in the back of your m nd?

SEC. RUMSFELD: Well, we know - -
BLOCK: In the front of your m nd?

SEC. RUMSFELD: Sure. W know roughly the rate at which the Iraqgi security
forces have grown, fromzero to 220,000 right now, | suppose, and they're headed
up to a nuch hi gher nunber and we know how long it takes to train them and so
forth.

What you can't know precisely is the soft things. Not how nuch equi prent
t hey have or how many troops there are, but how s the | eadershi p? How are the non-
comm ssioned officers? How are the junior officers? |Is there arib cage to that
structure that will enable it to have | eadership reflected down? |Is the mnistry
strong enough to assure a conpetent chain of conmand? Those are the kinds of
things that you can't quantify as such, and yet they're every bit as inportant as
nunbers.

BLOCK: It seens to ne there's another conplication here. W've been talking
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about the Iraqi arny, the police, but there are any nunber of other security
forces that cone into play here. There are Interior Mnistry squads that are
runni ng prisons where we now know that prisoners have been tortured. There are
rogue mlitias that are going around in uniformabducting and killing Iraqi
civilians. Wat do you do about those?

SEC. RUMSFELD: Well, you say, what do you do? The question is, what do the
Iragis do. [It's their country. They obviously are doing, with respect to the
first point you nade about these prisons, they're conducting an intensive
investigation into the information that they've been provided, and they've
announced publicly that they're going to hold people accountable for any
wr ongdoi ng in connection with the managenment of those prisons. And they're going
to train people to conduct proper prisons, which is exactly what they ought to be
doi ng.

BLOCK: But doesn't the U S. play sone role in that?

SEC. RUMSFELD: Well, apparently the U S. has discovered that this was going
on and reported it. The next step is that the enbassy has indicated that they are
part of an Iragi teamthat is going out to investigate each one of them and then
report back to the Iraqgi governnment. To the extent they ask us to assist with
training people in ternms of managi ng detention facilities, obviously we'd be happy
to be helpful. But these were all, as | understand it, Iraqi operations which
clearly needed to be investigated.

BLOCK: And do those also conplicate then the plans for U S. w thdrawal ?

SEC. RUMSFELD: You know, every one of your questions is |ooking at sonething
that's a problem and 1'Il tell you, we could have this programgo on for 15 hours
and di scuss problens in a country like that. Life is far from perfect.

| would say one thing, the election that just took place was historic. The
turnout was enornous. The security situation controlled by the Iraqgi security
forces was done brilliantly, and the people for the first time had a chance to
vote for sonebody that they want to put in public office and the votes are being
counted and tabul ated, and that is an enornous achi evenent. The Iraqgi peopl e have
every right to be proud of it and to devel op confidence fromit that they may very
wel | be able to have a piece of paper, a constitution, that will keep them from
fighting each other or inposing their will on each other. The only thing that
kept themfromdoing that in the past was a very dictatorial repressive reginme
t hat put hundreds of thousands of people into mass graves.

| was with sonebody the other day who's an expert on the country and he said
you know, the situation in lraq is just terrible, but it's never been better. You
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m ght want to think about that.

You seemto think the glass is half enpty. | would say that, depending on
your perspective, if you're an Iragi looking at it and you saw all the school s
open, you saw 100 new newspapers, you saw 44 radi o stations and dozens of
tel evision stations, and you saw clinics functioning, people not being killed and
put in mass graves, not sponsoring terrorism you d probably look at it alittle
different than you look at it and you m ght say to yourself, ny gosh, things are a
| ot better. We just have our own constitution, we just voted for it; we're now
putting our own people in office; they're out there politicking, they're arguing,
they're debating, they're discussing. That's a thrilling thing to see!

BLOCK: There are also a |large nunber of Iraqgis, a majority | think, who
would like to see U S. troops out very quickly.

SEC. RUMSFELD:. Well of course, so would the majority of Anericans. So would
. | don't know what you think about it, but the goal is not to stay over there.
There are a bunch of people running around telling Iies and saying oh, ny
goodness, they're there to get their oil, or they're there to stay there forever
and occupy the country. That's utter nonsense.

The United States went in there to do what we did, to replace that regine,
and to turn that country back over to the Iraqi people, and that's what's going to
happen. That's what the lIraqgis want, that's what the Anericans want, and that's
what's going to happen, and that country is going to be vastly better off for it.

BLOCK: Let ne ask you this. President Bush called Iraq the central front in
the war on terror, but of course it was Gsama bin Laden who orchestrated the 9/11
attacks, the attack on the USS Cole, the attacks on the U S. enbassies in Africa
-- not in lraq, in Afghanistan. What's happened to the hunt for bin Laden and why
isn't that the central front in the war on terror?

SEC. RUMSFELD: Well, you go to the FBI Mdst Wanted list and you'll see
peopl e who have been on there for 10, 15, 20 years. It's very hard to find a
si ngl e individual .

What we do know is the hunt for bin Laden and for Zawahiri, his nunber two,
and for Mullah Omar, goes on. Pressure is being put on them |If bin Laden's
alive, and he very likely is, he probably spends about 9/10ths of his day trying
not to be discovered, and he certainly isn't functioning very effectively. And an
awful 1ot of wonderful people are out trying to find him And he's hiding.

Now, is he able to conduct al-Qaida's -- masternmnd al-Qaida? | don't know
He may be still giving general orders, but |I doubt if he's in day-to-day command

of that operation. And it hasn't ever stopped, the look for bin Laden, and you
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must know t hat.
BLOCK: Is Irag, though, a distraction fromthat hunt?
SEC. RUMSFELD: Iraq is the central front of the global war on terror.

Look, you have to appreciate that in this world there are a |ot of Mislins,
and there are a handful, a very small nunber, not mllions, but thousands, who are
violent extrem sts, who are determned to reestablish a caliphate in this world
stretching from I ndonesia through the Mddle East, and to reject the role of wonen
in their societies and to reject the West, and to conduct a clerical type
governnent that tells everyone in that country how they nmust live their lives.

Now, they're not going to surrender. They're determned to do that. And the
United States, the way of |ife of the American people would be dramatically
altered if we allowed that to happen. And they are determned to have lIrag and to
use that as their launching point. And to the extent they're successful, ours

will be a dark world, let there be no doubt. And to the extent they fail, it wll
be a nmuch brighter world. You'll have a denocracy in an inportant country, a
country that has oil and water, that has an inportant history and will be an

exanpl e of denocracy for other countries in the region
BLOCK: Secretary Runsfeld, thanks for your tine.

SEC. RUMSFELD: Thank you.
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